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Overview of the CLEF 2010 medical imageretrieval track
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Abstract:

It was decided to hold the seventh round of the ImageCLEF medical retrieval assignment in 2010. Like the
collections in 2008 and 2009, the 2010 collection includes photographs and captions from the Radiology and
Radiographics journals published by the RSNA (Radiological Society of North America) as well as other sources
(Radiological Society of North America). Three sub—tasks were completed under the auspices of the medical task:
modality identification, image—based retrieval, and case-based retrieval, all of which were completed under the
auspices of the medical task. The goal of the modality identification task was to ascertain the mode of acquisition of
the images in the collection by utilising visual, textual, or a combination of approaches to identify them. When
performing an image—based retrieval task, the goal was to return an ordered set of images from the collection that
best met the information need specified as a textual statement and as a set of sample images, whereas when
performing a case—based retrieval task, the goal was to return an ordered set of articles (rather than images) that best
met the information need specified as a description of a "case.” The number of research organisations registering for
the medical task has increased to 51 from the previous number of registrants. The number of groups submitting runs,
on the other hand, has remained constant at 16, with the total number of submitted runs increasing to 155. Ad hoc
runs made up 51 of them, while case—based runs made up 48 and modal-ity classification runs made up the
remaining 46 (see table below). The best results for the ad—hoc retrieval themes were obtained via the use of mixed
approaches, with textual techniques also providing satisfactory results. For the case—based topics, textual means
were unguestionably preferable. While textual and visual tactics alone were somewhat successful in the modality de-
tection test, it was the combination of these approaches that proved to be the most effective.

1 Introduction

retrieval task was set up and how | was able to
participate in it over the year 2010. Participation is
encouraged (paragraph 2.1) ImageCLEF received
registrations for its four sub—tasks from a new record
number of 112 research groups in 2010, representing
a decline from the seven sub-tasks that were
registered in 2009.

It is currently known as labs, and it is made up of a
set of pre-planned evaluation tasks that are carried
out. 2 Participation, data sets, tasks, and ground truth
are all critical considerations in every project. This
section goes into great depth on how the medical
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It was a record-breaking 51 people who registered
for the medical retrieval task, and 16 of the
participants produced results to the tasks, which was
approximately the same number as in previous years,
according to the organisers. Each of the following
groups submitted a minimum of one run each:

—AUEB (Greece);

—Bioingenium (Columbia)x;

—Computer Aided Medical Diagnoses (Edu??),x;
—Gigabioinforamtics (Belgium),—IRIT (France);
—ISSR (Egypt);—ITI, NIH (USA);

—MedGIFT (Switzerland);

—OHSU (USA);

—RitsMIP (Japan);

—Sierre, HES-SO (Switzerland);

—SINAI (Spain);—~UAIC (Romania)*;

—UESTC (China)x;

—UIUC-IBM (USA)x;

—Xerox (France)*

A star was placed next to the name of a participant
who had never before participated in the medical
retrieval task, indicating that the number of first—time
participants was very high, with eight out of a total of
16 people having participated for the first time. 155
valid runs were submitted, with 46 of them being for
modality identification, 61 being for image—based
themes, and 48 being for case—based subjects. It was
agreed that each group would be permitted a total of
10 runs per subtask, and that case—based and image—
based topics would be considered as separate
subtasks in this framework.

2. proposed system

Datasets are a collection of information (section 2.2)
For the first time since 2009, the Radiological
Society of North America (RSNA) has made the
database that was used in that year public (RSNA4).
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The database had a total of 77,506 pictures, making it
the largest collection of photographs ever used for
ImageCLEFmed in the organization's 30-year
existence. All of the photos in the collection were
drawn from the RSNA's periodicals Radiology and
Radiographics, both of which were published in the
early 1900s and include illustrations of medical
procedures. A database of a similar kind may be be
accessed via the GoldminerSinterface as well.
Included in this collection are high-quality
photographs with textual comments, which together
comprise a substantial corpus of medical knowledge
taken from peer-reviewed scientific papers and made
accessible on the internet. Photo captions are often
used to accompany journal papers, and they may also
be used as part of a larger figure in a presentation.
Participants had access to the figure captions, as well
as the sub-caption corresponding to a particular
subfigure, since they were made available (if
available). Along with content-based retrieval, this
high—quality collection of textual annotations made it
possible to do textual searching inside the collection
as well. Participants were also provided with the
PubMed IDs of the original publications that included
the figures in order to do searches for the MeSH
(Medical Subject Headings) index keywords granted
by the National Library of Medicine to MEDLINE
articles, which they used to conduct their searches. 6.
Modalities are classified into six categories (2.3) A
recent research [6] discovered that classifying
photographs according to their modal-ity may assist
to improve the accuracy of a search by making it
more precise. After completing the modality
classification task, participants were asked to
complete the medical image retrieval test, in which
they were asked to use the modality classifier they
had created in the previous phase to improve their
performance in the retrieval task. The retrieval job
was intended to be a two-step procedure in order to
maximise efficiency. This study was made possible
by the provision of 2390 photographs, each of which
was identified as belonging to one of eight classes, as
part of a training set (CT,GX, MR, NM, PET, PX,
US, XR). By one of the writers, manual, but basic,
verification of the claimed modality of all
photographs had been carried out on all of the
photographs (JKC). A total of 2620 test photographs
were required to complete the project. There has to
be a modality assigned to each of these images,



which may be done via the use of visual, textual, or a
mix of ways. A categorization for all of the images in
the collection was also required of the participants,
which they completed on the first occurrence of the
assignment. A majority vote categorization for all
pictures in the collection was made available to
participants after the assessment, and this
classification was made available upon request to
those who requested it. 2.4 Subject Matter that is
based on images It was decided on the subjects for
the image-based retrieval challenge in a similar way
to how it was decided on the themes for previous
years, which was to identify realistic search topics by
surveying actual user needs. OHSU's user research
[7], which was conducted in early 2009 at the
university, provided as the basis for this year's study's
participants. Participating medical practitioners were
asked to take part in this study, which was conducted
using qualitative methodologies with the goal of
better understanding their demands, both satisfied
and unsatisfied, in terms of medical image and
professionalism.retrieval. It was agreed that the study
would be conducted in two phases. The first section
was dedicated to the examination of the
demographics and characteristics of participants, who
represented a population that was served by medical
image retrieval systems (MRIS) (e.g., their
background, searching habits, etc.). In addition to
providing an overview of current image retrieval
systems, the second section of this study was devoted
to uncovering the motives and tasks for which the
target audience uses image retrieval systems in the
medical area (e.g., contexts inwhich they seek
medical images, types of useful images, numbers of
desiredanswers, etc.). They were then asked to put
the systems they had just seen through their paces in
order to solve challenging queries and provide
responses to questions about how likely they were to
use such systems in the future, which aspects of the
systems they liked and disliked, and which features
they thought were missing but should have been
included. There were a total of 95 searches completed
by the participants utilising the systems that were
shown. The 37 participants utilised the systems that
were demonstrated to conduct 95 searches using
textual queries in English. ImageCLEFmMed2009
topics were developed by picking 25 appropriate
questions at random from the 95 searches that were
carried out over the course of the study procedure. In
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a similar spirit, we selected another 25 enquiries from
among the remaining requests received this year at
random from the pool of applicants. With the use of
the Ohio State University image retrieval system,
which was built using the 2009 ImageCLEF
collection, we were able to reduce the list down to 16
themes for which the system produced at least one
relevant photo. A realistic appearance was achieved
by using 2 to 4 examples photographs from the
previously published collections of ImageCLEFmed
in each query. We supplied a French and a German
translation of each topic that had been submitted after
we had received the original written description from
the participants. In addition, the resulting collection
of themes was classified into three groups, which are
shown below. In all, three visual themes, nine mixed
topics, and four semantic topics are presented here. In
this manner, subjects were grouped according to the
organisers' prior understanding of how responsive
various kinds of search topics are to different types of
search techniques, such as visual or textual search
methods and combinations of the two. However, this
is not an exact science, and it was only meant to be
used as a guideline for the purposes of this article.
Finally, a medical expert gave his or her approval for
the whole list of difficulties.

2.5Case—Based Topics

It was the first time that subjects based on real cases
were made available in 2009. Since then, the number
of case—based topics has increased from 5 to 14, with
case—based subjects accounting for about half of all
topics in 2010. Through the use of a doctor's tough
case, the researchers hoped to bring image retrieval
closer to clinical practise by simulating a doctor's
experience while diagnosing a difficult case. The
provision of papers from the literature that describe
circumstances similar7to the one (s)he is working on
may assist him or her in making an educated choice
regarding the most appropriate diagnosis and
treatment for the patient. As a starting point, the
subjects were built utilising examples from the
Casimage [8] teaching file as a gquideline for
development. Specifically, this teaching file contains
examples (together with  photographs) from
radiological practise that physicians have recorded
mainly for the goal of incorporating them into
classroom education. Approximately 20 cases were



pre—selected, and a search in the ImageCLEF dataset
using the diagnosis was conducted to ensure that at
least a few articles were found that matched the
diagnosis in order to avoid over—representation. After
great discussion, fourteen themes were chosen for
further consideration. The diagnosis, as well as any
information regarding the treatment choice chosen,
was then removed from the cases in order to mimic
the conditions that the physician would have
encountered.

Relevance Judgement

The relevance judgements were made for both the
image—based and the case—based themes using the
same on-line technique that was utilised in 2008 and
2009 for the prior years. It was decided to use a
modified version of the system in 2009 for case—
based topics, and it now shows the title of the article
as well as various photographs that appear throughout
the text (currently the first six images, although this
may be changed). There was a method for the process
that was submitted to the judges, which contained
specifications on what should be regarded relevant
and what should be considered non-related
information. The ternary judgement approach was
used once again, with each photo in each pool being
evaluated as "relevant,” "somewhat relevant," or
"non-relevant” based on its relation to the overall
study question. A grade of "relevance" was assigned
to images that clearly corresponded to all of the
topic's criteria; a grade of "partially relevant” was
assigned to images whose relevance could not be
accurately confirmed but was still considered
possible; and a grade of "non—relevant” was assigned
to images in which one or more of the topic's criteria
were not met. The criteria were given to the judges,
and the results were manually reviewed at various
stages of the decision-making process to ensure they
were accurate. Student members of the jury were
approached via email, as they had done in previous
years, and were asked to serve on the panel. Judges,
the majority of whom were doctors, were provided
with a small stipend in exchange for their time and
efforts on the case. Several hundred participants were
evaluated by two or more judges to study interrater
agreement and its influence on the robustness of the
ranking systems. The results of these evaluations
were compared to those of previous studies. There
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are three possibilities. Here are the results of the
ImageCLEF 2010 study, which are described in
detail. It is organised in chronological order
according to the techniques utilised (visual, textual,
mixed), as well as how many people were involved in
each run (automatic,manual). In the same parts,
issues based on case studies are presented separately
from themes based on photos, although the two are
compared at the same time. The evaluation technique
was carried out with the assistance of Treceval, and
we made extensive use of the performance measures
provided by the software. Submissions are welcome
(section 3.1) The number of teams who filed their
applications in 2010 was somewhat lower than the
number of teams that submitted applications in 2009,
with 16 teams instead of 17. In the second year, the
total number of runs increased from 124 to 155. All
three run types, modality detection, image—based
retrieval (which included case—based retrieval), and
case—based retrieval (which included case-based
retrieval), received approximately the same number
of submissions as each other, according to the
distribution of submissions among the three run
types. Groups then had a chance to evaluate further
runs for themselves since the qgrels were made
available to participants two weeks before the
deadline for submitting their working notes for
consideration.

interactive and
image retrieval

Table 7. Results of the textual
feedback runs for the medical
task(Case—Based Topics).

3. Conclusions

As a medical image retrieval issue, Case—Based
Topics is shown in Table 8. The results of the
multimodal runs are displayed in the following table.
Type of Retrieval to Use Type Group MAP on a
computer to do the retrieval. P10 case-based searches
are supported for bPref P10. cbir coupled with case
backoff is a powerful combination. When using case
backoff, mixed automatic is used. ITI 0.0509 0.0429
0.0353 0.0429 0.0353 0.0429 0.0353 0.0429 0.0353



Case-Based Queries with Case Backoff are a kind of
case-based query. ITI 0.0308 0.0506 0.0214GE
0.0308 0.0506 0.0214GE 0.0308 0.0506 0.0214GE
0.0308 0.0506 0.0214GE 0.0308 0.0506 0.0214GE
0.0308 0.0506 0.0214GE 0.0308 0.0506 0.0214GE
Cases of fusion with captions Vis0.2 Mixed
Automatic medGIFT 0.0143 0.0657 0.0357GE
0.0143 0.0657 0.0357GE 0.0143 0.0657 0.0357GE
0.0143 0.0657 0.0357GE The whole text of the
Fusion case The value of Vis0.2 Mixed Automatic
medGIFT is 0.0115 0.0786 0.0357 0.0357 0.03573
0.03573 0.03573 0.03573 0.03573 0.03573 0.03573 6
The Reliability of Rankings is an important
consideration. We conducted a short study to
determine the degree to which the rankings of the
many runs provided by different judges for a topic
varied, especially when the subject matter included
just a limited number of relevant images. Topics 2
and 8 earned a kappa of zero since one of the judges
could not discover any relevant photographs in the
pool for any of those topics. The other judge
uncovered 1 and 9 appropriate photographs for
Topics 2 and 8 respectively, according to the rules.
Both judges had recognised a photograph that was
associated with the seventh subject. When some
things were removed from the evaluation, we looked
at the changes in ranking that happened as a
consequence of that removal. When these participants
were not employed, the majority of trials exhibited a
minimal to considerable rise in bpref, with three runs
exhibiting a significant increase in ranks even when
they were not included. A drop in bpref was seen in
four of the runs, despite the fact that these runs had
performed quite well on subject 7 and extraordinarily
well on subject 8, respectively. With the exception of
topics with a limited number of relevant images, the
relative rankings of the groups did not change much
when the judgments of various judges were taken
into account, with the exception of themes with a
limited number of relevant photographs. 4
Concluding Remarks.

In order to effectively mix visual tactics with text—
based strategies in future campaigns, it seems that it
is necessary to do research. As previously indicated
at prior ImageCLEFs, we firmly feel both interactive
and manual retrieval are important, and we are
working hard to increase involvement in both. The
findings of this year's study demonstrate that even
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minimal comments may result in significant
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