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ABSTRACT 

 

This article describes a lightweight aggregate-concrete that is weakened by sewage sludge. It is a mixture of 

lightweight aggregates and sludge from municipal sewage treatment facilities. Physical property testing in a controlled 

environment is covered in this article. When a product that absorbs water was mixed with reactive polysiloxanes water 

emulsion, its water absorption ability was lowered. The use of Time Domain Reflectometry allowed for the indirect 

detection of moisture in porous materials. The heat conductivity coefficients of the two lightweight aggregate-concrete 

kinds were tested. Analysis of the moisture and heat properties of light aggregates reinforced with sewage sludge revealed 

that they are acceptable for the construction of future goods. 
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1. Introduction:  

 

The modernisation of locally mined resources has been on the rise in recent years. There is a growing 

trend that highlights the need of reducing primary energy use. Poland has nine years, starting on 

January 1, 2008, and ending on December 31, 2020, to decrease final energy use by building occupants, 

as per the UE 2006/32/WE3 Directive. The most successful approaches to boost energy efficiency in 

the building industry were to promote renewable energy sources and deploy power-saving equipment 

throughout construction. [2].  

From 1997 to 2007, data from the Central Statistical Office shows that between 31% and 71% of 

Poland's total energy usage comes from households' central heating systems. In comparison to the 

average of 50% throughout Europe, this is rather close. The amount of carbon dioxide emitted into the 

atmosphere via this process is sufficient to constitute roughly half of all petrol emissions. The fuel 

consumption and carbon dioxide emissions caused by building technologies are well-known to have an 

effect on the environment. Chapters 5–9.  

Beyond the issue of longevity, Air quality, thermal comfort, and energy usage are all directly affected 

by the physical and moisture qualities of building materials.References [10,11]. Due to inadequate 

thermal insulation and absence of ventilation, condensation often forms in uninsulated structures.  

Indoor air circulation [12]. It is particularly important for partitions that touch the ground since the 

research confirms a 4- to 6-fold increase in the heat conductivity of porous materials. Water seepage 

into masonry has a domino effect on indoor air quality, fostering the growth of harmful bacteria and 

leading to biological and chemical corrosion, all of which raise the expense of extraction. Barriers made 

of construction materials may be a breeding ground for mould and fungus in damp, warm 

environments. Mould grows best in damp, continuously changing environments, according to 
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laboratory experiments. There is a direct correlation between the relative humidity of the air and the 

likelihood of skin and respiratory illnesses.  

More and more eco-friendly and energy-efficient construction materials are hitting the market as a 

result of EU Directive 2006/32/WE3 [2]. One material used in energy-efficient civil engineering is 

lightweight aggregate-concrete, which has excellent heat and moisture tolerances. Lightweight 

aggregate-concrete is an alternative to traditional concrete that allows for the possibility of lighter 

construction components. Most natural aggregates have a particle density between 2.4 and 3.6.A 

lightweight aggregate's density is typically between 0.8 and 2 g/cc.It weighs 2.0 g/cm3.  

 

Dead weight reduction has the potential to reduce construction costs by allowing for the use of smaller 

foundations and structural sections such as columns or walls instead of bigger ones.It was found that 

lightweight aggregates treated with municipal sewage sludge might be used to manufacture lightweight 

concrete.Although recycling and reusing materials in construction are not new ideas, they have been 

more popular in the last several decades on a global scale. By using heat, some waste materials may be 

transformed into ceramics.  

 

Because there are now more sewage treatment plants than ever before, and because carbon compounds 

and biogas are no longer used in these processes, the amount of emerging sewage sludge has grown 

substantially. Stabilised sludge from methane digestion often contains heavy metals that aren't 

acceptable for human consumption. Proper treatment of sewage sludge is necessary since it poses 

environmental risks in many cases. Landfilling and agricultural usage of sludge are both outright 

forbidden by EU regulations and laws. For instance, sludge might be an advantageous component to 

ceramics and energy-efficient lightweight aggregate concrete blocks. The small particle structure of 

water treatment sludge gives it a reputation for being very absorbent of moisture. This has a negative 

impact on lightweight aggregate-concrete mixes and finished goods. The heat flow process is largely 

affected by the materials' enhanced heat conductivity. Pore network type, distribution, and linkages to 

aggregate surface are among the most important production variables in lightweight concrete. Covering 

lightweight aggregate with cement mortar causes the aggregates to flow out if the mortar's viscosity is 

too low due to volumetric density variations. The unwanted phenomenon of water being drained from 

the hydration process by lightweight aggregate may be prevented in a number of ways. Wetting the 

aggregates beforehand may prevent them from self-contraction. Reducing water absorption and 

improving the density of aggregate particles, covering the aggregates with cement grout or a ceramic 

shell significantly affects the strength of the concrete.  

 

A new method for making sure particles always cling to the cement matrix, impregnation of aggregates 

seals air gaps and stops water from penetrating. Aggregates and mortar that are hydrophobic lower the 

water absorption capillaries, but the pores and capillaries are still open, so gases may move through 

unimpeded. Cement may have hydrophobizing additives, including siloxanes, 1% to 2% of which are 

organic silica compounds that are soluble in water, added to it. Using hydrophobization to create 

lightweight blocks would eliminate the problem of excessive moisture for building goods. In addition to 

protecting the bricks from freezing and defrosting damage and crystallisation of dissolved salts, this 

measure would stop salt solutions from being conveyed into the brickwork. Materials that include salt 

also tend to be more wet than those that do not. When there is an abundance of moisture in the air, the 

heat conductivity of the material increases, leading to heat loss. As a result, the heat flow process is 

enhanced.  

 

Based on the findings of this study, a new kind of lightweight aggregates cement that incorporates 

foamed sludge might be proposed for practical use. By monitoring the heat-moisture and mechanical 

properties of sewage sludge added to lightweight concrete blocks, we can show how an 

environmentally friendly and sustainable material saves energy without sacrificing strength. The 
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building sector may cut final energy use by introducing revolutionary energy-saving materials.  

2. MaterialsandMethods 

 

For this study, the researchers looked at three different aspects of aggregates: their composition, the raw materials 

utilized in their manufacturing and ultimately (and primarily) the specifications of the lightweight aggregate concretes they 

employ. 

 

“DeterminationoftheCharacteristicsofRawMaterialsUsedintheProductionofLightweightAggregates” 

 

Light Aggregates Company “Keramzyt” is actively exploiting the “BudyMszczonowskie” bed in Poland for the 

manufacturing of aggregates. The sewage sludge used in this experiment came from the "Hajdów" mechanical-biological 

facility in Lublin, Poland, For both municipal and industrial waste. Examination of sludge from a dewatering station 

mechanically For the evaluation of physical and chemical attributes, the following criteria were used: Analytical methods 

utilized to evaluate the chemical composition of the waste were based on Atomic Emission Spectroscopy (ICP) and 

ICP/MS, both using Perkin Elmer ICP/MS equipment. 

 

We used X-ray fluorescence to figure out the chemical make-up of clay. The Almelo, Netherlands-based PW 1404 

(Panalytical) spectrometer was employed in the investigation. The induction source employed a lamp with a double anode 

with a maximum output of around 3 kW. (Cr-Au). 

 

An XRD approach was used to analyze the mineral composition of the samples, which comprised a PW 3050/60 

goniometer, a Cu lamp, and a graphite monochromator (clay and sewage sludge). To conduct the experiment, angles of 5 

to 65 were used (2 Theta). It was utilized to analyze the diffraction data using Philips Highscore software. (High Score 

Plus, version 4.1). Using the ICDD's PDF-2 version 2010 database, mineral phases were identified. The samples used in 

the XRD and XRF examinations weighed 4 g, and each measurement was made three times. XRD: 

 

EDAX Corporation's EDS X-ray-EDS scanning electron microscope (SEM) was used by researchers to study the 

morphological shapes and chemical compositions of substrates to arrive at their conclusion (EDAX Inc., Mahwah, NJ, 

USA). Sample surfaces totaling 25 mm2 were examined by SEM. 

 

“ManufacturingofLightweightAggregates” 

 

After sampling, the clay was immediately dried to a uniform mass. After that, a ball mill was used to grind it down to a 

particle size of 0.5 mm. Sludge from the toilet was dried and pulverised to less than a millimeter in diameter using a mortar and 

pestle. After grinding dried sludge to a fine powder, the combination was made in the following ratio: 10% sludge, 90% clay. 

For a plastic-like consistency, the ingredients were blended with the appropriate amount of water before being poured into a 

mixing bowl. Next, air-dry spheres of a coarse fraction of 8 to 16 mm were made and maintained in a 110°C laboratory oven for 

two hours to produce their final air-dry condition. In a chamber furnace, the dried samples were heated to 1150 °C for 30 

minutes. The "Keramzyt" Lightweight Aggregates Company in now, Poland, provided the second kind of aggregates. 

 

ManufacturingofLightweightConcrete 

 

With these ingredients, CEM I 32.5R cement, light aggregates (eight to sixteen millimetre), quartzite sand (0 to two 

millimetres), and municipal water supplied by the water supply system were utilised to produce the samples of concrete. 

Polysiloxanes, organic silica compounds that may be dissolved in water, were employed as a hydrophobic ingredient at an 

amount of 2% of the cement mass. Samples of the concrete were manufactured in Poland following Polish specifications. 

In the design, the plastic consistency Dmax was set at 16 mm. Composition per cubic metre of the tested light concretes.  

 

“DeterminationofLightweightConcreteProperties 

 

http://www.ijasem.org/


        ISSN2454-9940 

        www.ijasem.org  

           Vol 17, Issue 1, 2023 

 

 

 

 
 
  

12 

  Under controlled laboratory settings and at a temperature of 20 °C, the samples' density and porosity were determined 

using the pycnometer technique, in accordance with standard PN-EN 1936:2010.Determining the apparent density required 28 

days. The apparent density of the material was determined using the following formulae using six cuboid concrete samples: 

Density and open porosity volume were calculated using the standard.The capillary rising capacities of both materials were also 

examined by the researchers. The use of TDR (Time Domain Reflectometry) is supported by the following research. For this set 

of trials, three distinct varieties of concrete were used. They were prepared for use in the studies after being weighed and dried. 

Following these steps, the samples were measured: There is a clear mention of the item's dimensions as 150 mm. In order to 

measure the moisture content of hard construction materials, the experiment made use of specially constructed TDR probes. Each 

sample was filled with 5 and 10 cm of water, as shown in Figure 1. We used a TDR multimeter manufactured in Lublin, Poland, 

by E-Test, for this experiment. We discovered that the average amount of error in the measurement was approximately volume for 

the setting we utilised in our test. Using the identical methods described in the following article, researchers monitored changes in 

dielectric permittivity over 350 hours and translated it to moisture content.  

 

(a) (b) 

 

Figure1.Determinationofthecapillaryuptakeprocess:(a)presentationofthesampleandthemodifiedprobes;and(b)measur

ingsetupreadyfortheexperiment. 

“ParametersofLightweightAggregate-Concretes” 

The physical properties of the researched lightweight concretes are listed in a table. Using Time Domain Reflectometry 

data, the apparent permittivity fluctuations in moisture are recalculated in Figure 5. 

Figure 5.Capillary rise phenomenon determined in this research: (a) lightweight aggregate concretewith aggregates 

from now; and (b) lightweight aggregate concrete with aggregates fromsewagesludge. 

3. Conclusions 

 

Using lightweight aggregate-concrete that has been treated with sewage, concrete with a density ranging from 1400 to 1960 kg/m3 

may be produced.The total porosity increased by 12.86% when wastewater was used as a component of concrete rather than 

(a) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(b) 
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commercially available lightweight aggregate. SEM verifications also confirmed these results. Microscopic examinations of the 

points of contact revealed a robust bond between light aggregates and cement mortar. Scratches, dents, or holes were not present 

at any of the aforementioned contact points.Both lightweight aggregate-concrete combinations have their absorptivity reduced by 

3-7 percent when hydrophobic pretreatment is added to the concrete. Using lightweight aggregate that contains sewage sludge 

reduces the overall absorption of light concrete by about 57% because it absorbs more fill. The capillary rise mechanism was 

completely blocked by the TDR research.There was a 7% to 10% drop in the heat conductivity coefficient of the lightweight 

aggregate-concrete.  

Incorporating sewage sludge decreased the material's compressive strength.The diminished strength of aggregate-concrete 

building blocks made of lighter materials.Although it was still within acceptable limits, the tested concretes' frost resistance was 

lowered by roughly 4% when using lightweight particles generated with sewage.Sewage sludge is being generated at an alarming 

rate by wastewater treatment facilities; nevertheless, there are viable alternatives to landfills and other unproductive uses for this 

material.  
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